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Philosophische Stromungen der Gegenwart. Ludwig Stein. Stuttgart: 

Enke. 1908. Pp. xvi + 452. 

Another book from Professor Stein, and a voluminous one ! Moreover, 
this book, giving an account of the "philosophical currents of the pres- 
ent," is but the predecessor of a second volume to be devoted to the nar- 
rower field of " further philosophical currents, especially in France, Eng- 
land, and Italy." The quantity of the author's reading is stupendous, 
and equally remarkable are his energy, industry, and self-confidence. 
In fact, there is ample internal evidence to prove that the book was an 
easy task. The style is popular and vivacious, and most of the chapters 
are interesting. Enjoyable also is the frequent bewilderment as to whence 
you have come and whither you are going, as you read on from long 
paragraph to long paragraph. You remain care free even when you meet, 
as you often do, a line or two made up entirely of nouns in apposition, 
thought to be synonymous, but frequently linked only by some non-logical 
association. It may have been due to the reviewer's lack of insight, but 
it was not to his lack of sincere respect that most of the book reminded 
him of what Professor James writes regarding " total recall " in his 
chapter on association. Information is simply lavished upon the reader, 
varying in range from Greek philosophy to recent philosophical gossip. 

The volume is divided into two parts, entitled, respectively, "Philo- 
sophical Currents of the Present" and "Philosophical Problems." The 
preface promises that we shall be given in the first part a critical account 
of ten philosophical movements that seem to the author characteristic of 
recent thought. A few of these ten chapters, however, are virtually 
biographical accounts of, or even panegyrics upon, some one philosopher. 

The first three chapters are entitled, respectively, " The Neo-idealistic 
Movement," " The Neo-positivistic Movement (The Pragmatism of 
William James)," and "The New Philosophy of Nature (Wilhelm 
Ostwald's Energetics)." 

Among the many men briefly noticed in the first chapter most atten- 
tion is given to Eiehl, Wundt, Kiilpe, Lipps, Windelband, Eickert, Stern, 
and especially to Miinsterberg, who, he believes, has made his way fully 
from Fichte to Hegel. The author finds everywhere evidence that the 
history of philosophy moves in circles. There are a certain number of 
possible positions; and when these have been successively occupied, the 
philosopher of the new era must commence the old round anew. In fact, 
there are four chief types of problem and four thoroughly consistent 
solutions. The most influential and, at the present time, most powerful 
is the idealism of Plato. The second type is naturalism, whether plural- 
istic (Democritus and Hobbes) or monistic (Spinoza). The third is the 
organic-esthetic (Aristotle). Finally there is positivism, represented by 
Protagoras and Hume. Thus our author tells us that in neo-idealism we 
are returning to Plato, in pragmatism to Protagoras, to Socrates, and to 
the Stoics, and in energetics to Aristotle and to Leibniz. 

A long chapter is devoted to pragmatism, in which is discussed the 
origin of the name, the pragmatic method, pragmatism's historical rela- 
tions to Socrates, Protagoras, Aristotle, and the Stoics, to nominalism, 



PSYCHOLOGY AND SCIENTIFIC METHODS 669 

to Hume, to Mill, and to Kant, and, finally, the status of pragmatism as a 
form of voluntarism. His briefest summary is the following: "Gewiss 
ist der Pragmatismus erkenntnisstheoretisch Nominalismus, psychologisch 
Voluntarismus, naturphilosophisch Energismus (power to work), meta- 
physisch Agnostizismus, ethisch Meliorismus auf Grundlage des Bentham- 
Millschen Utilitarismus." To which should be added from a later sen- 
tence "Pragmatismus mit seiner genetischen Wahrheitstheorie entpuppt 
sich als logischer Evolutionismus." 

The fourth chapter, of almost sixty pages, on the new romanticism is, 
perhaps, the most valuable of the ten constituting part one. After giving 
an historical sketch and psychological analysis of romanticism, the author 
writes a long and interesting account of the " Eassenromantik " of H. S. 
Chamberlain, whom he regards as the foremost Neuromantiker. The 
chapter ends with an excellent summary of Keyserling's recent book, 
" Das Gefiige der Welt." 

The remaining chapters of part one are briefly the following : " The 
Neo-vitalistic Movement " (Driesch and Keinke) ; " The Neo-realistic 
Movement " (von Hartmann, also Franz Erhardt and Ludwig Busse) ; 
" The Evolutionistic Movement " (on Herbert Spencer and on the rela- 
tion of his doctrines to those of Darwin, Carlyle, Spinoza, Comte, and 
German philosophers) ; " The Individualistic Movement " (Nietzsche and 
Stirner) ; " Die geisteswissenschaftliche Bewegung " (Dilthey's views and 
a panegyric upon him) ; lastly " Die philosophiegeschiehtliche Bewegung " 
(Eduard Zeller, largely biographical). 

It would be ungenerous indeed to complain of the complete neglect of 
men in England and France whose names are so familiar and whose influ- 
ence is certainly international. Only the chapters on pragmatism and 
on Spencer deal with recent English philosophical literature. 

The remaining six chapters forming part two are on philosophical 
problems of the present. Some of them seem most inadequate, whereas 
others have decided worth. To the former group belong the chapters 
entitled, " Das Erkenntnisproblem " and " Das religiose Problem." The 
concluding four are more closely related to one another, and include 
problems that have been special subjects of study on the part of the author. 
The chapter entitled "Das soziologisehe Problem" contains an account 
of Lazarus's and Steinthal's work as founders of the Volkerpsychologie 
and a much fuller account and appreciation of the German sociologist 
Eatzenhofer and of the sociological doctrines of Herbert Spencer. The 
two following chapters, "Das Toleranzproblem " and "Das Autoritats- 
problem," are the most valuable. The subject matter of these chapters is 
fully and connectedly analyzed and discussed. Tolerance and authority 
are defined and their origin, growth, function, stages, and fields are de- 
scribed. The title of the last chapter is " Das Problem der Geschichte." 

Walter T. Marvin. 

Peincetok University. 



